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Spring2Action for Historic Preservation 
This April

Last summer, when 70 feet of Lee-Fendall House’s 220-
year-old brick garden wall collapsed, it was the result of 
decades of slow incursion by weather, gravity, and shifting 
topography caused by development in the area.

In the eight months since, we have been stunned and 
humbled by the community’s generous response. At this 
time, more than $50,000 has been raised toward rescuing 
the wall, recently boosted by a grant from The Verizon 
Corporation. There is still much more to do, but this 
represents by far the fastest rate at which the museum has 
ever raised funds for a special project.

Even while we continue to work toward this goal, the board 
and staff are keenly aware of the need to be proactive in 
protecting the museum’s historic resources for future 
generations. A 235-year-old structure - among the oldest 
extant homes in Alexandria - needs constant care and 
attention.

An important tool for doing so is a Historic Structures Report, the gold standard of the historic 
preservation field in identifying a path forward. Commissioning a Historic Structures Report 
gives the museum access to a team of subject-matter experts who review the property from 
stem to stern, identifying potential trouble spots and outlining a long-term plan of action. 

To that end, as we look forward to Spring2Action, Alexandria’s annual day of charitable giving, 
Lee-Fendall will be raising funds for these two complementary projects: first, the restoration of 
the wall, and second, the commissioning of our first Historic Structures Report. 

Spring2Action is scheduled this year for Wednesday, April 27th. We are excited to share more 
about both projects, and especially what the process of a Historic Structures Report will look 
like, in the weeks ahead. Keep an eye on our Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter accounts to 
learn more and support these two vital projects!
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Sips & Secrets Returns on May 21st

Bathtub gin, flapper dresses, and jazz music – all delights of the Roaring Twenties, and all best 
enjoyed in person! What you might not know, however, is that the fast-paced, hard-partying 
culture of the 1920s came on the heels of a difficult time in history, as the world recovered from 
the ravages of a war, an economic depression, and a pandemic by popping the champagne 
and putting on some music.

In that spirit, and after many delays, Lee-Fendall House Museum is thrilled to announce that 
our annual gala fundraiser Sips & Secrets: A Speakeasy Night is BACK and IN-PERSON this 
spring. Mark your calendars for the evening of Saturday, May 21st, and get ready to celebrate 
with us in the garden.
This event began in 2016 to pay 
homage to the Downham family, who 
owned the house for the first three 
decades of the twentieth century and 
are believed to have been 
bootleggers. Since its inception, it 
has raised more than $35,000 for 
critical preservation projects and 
educational programs at Lee-Fendall, 
an independent museum that 
receives no taxpayer support.

We look forward to bringing back all 
the elements of Sips & Secrets that 
have led one local publication to dub 
it “the social event of the season” – 
including live jazz and dancing, 
1920s themed cocktails, and lots of 
speakeasy fun.

Sips & Secrets typically sells out 
early, so don’t miss out - purchase 
your tickets now at 
leefendallhouse.eventbrite.com. 

Those interested in serving as a 
sponsor may contact Megan Judt, 
event chair, at 
megan.ritter@leefendallhouse.org or 
410-259-9273.

Please join us on May 21st - we look forward to 
toasting the incredible resilience of the Alexandria 
community!

http://leefendallhouse.eventbrite.com/
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Spring cleaning arrived early at Lee-Fendall this 
year, when we closed to the public for two weeks 
to dust, vacuum, wash, and polish the museum 
and its collection items on display. While keeping 
a 237-year-old historic house museum completely 
devoid of dust and dirt may be a Sisyphean task, 
regular deep cleaning is an important method to 
ensure the longevity of the house’s textiles, 
upholstery, physical fabric and other collection 
items. 

Museum volunteers and board members donned 
nitrile gloves and assisted the museum’s director, 
Amanda, to gently polish the 1840s silver tea set 
in the front parlor to a shine, hand-wash delicate 
lace curtains in the north bedroom, mop and polish 
the 1940s linoleum kitchen floor, and oust dust 
from every nook and cranny of furniture using soft 
natural brushes. One of the volunteers carefully 
hand-cleaned each crystal in the chandelier in the 
front parlor, gently buffing away years of dust until 
the chandelier sparkled from the sunlight filtering 
through the newly cleaned windows. Every day, 
the difference became more noticeable.  

Lee-Fendall officially reopened on February 8 for 
an evening discussion with presidential historian 
Dr. Lindsay Chervinsky. We look forward to 
welcoming you back to our museum for more 
exciting 2022 programming and exhibits (and less 
dust). 

Amanda Roper

Lee-Fendall House Announces 
New Director
The board of directors of the Lee-Fendall 
House Museum & Garden is pleased to 
announce that Amanda Roper has assumed 
the post of museum director beginning 
February 1, 2022.

Amanda joined Lee-Fendall House in 2017, 
and most recently served in the role of  
Manager of Interpretation. During her time 
with the museum, she has led efforts to 
expand and strengthen interpretation around 
women’s, African-American, and labor 
history, while introducing innovative student 
programs. In Amanda’s new role, she will 
oversee the museum’s work in historic 
preservation and community engagement as 
the property approaches its landmark 50th 
year as a museum. “My work as a public 
historian is driven by a belief in history’s 
relevance and the power it has to shape us 
as individuals, communities, and as a 
nation,” said Amanda.

Earlier in her career, Amanda helped to 
interpret a more inclusive American narrative 
at places like McLeod Plantation Historic 
Site, the National Mall, and the National 
Museum of African American History and 
Culture. She holds a degree in history from 
the College of Charleston in Charleston, 
South Carolina, and has previously been 
recognized as one of the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation’s 40 Under 40: People 
Saving Places.

"Amanda has spent many years fulfilling our 
mission, through programming, community 
engagement, and the preservation of our 
collections," said Kelly Jeffers, President of 
the Board of Directors of the Lee-Fendall 
House Museum & Garden. "We’re thrilled to 
have her in this new position to continue to 
preserve our historic resources  and educate 
the community about the experiences of 
those who lived and worked on the property 
for the past 200 years."

Deep Cleaning 2022
By Meghan P. White
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The Civil War’s Impact on Modern Medicine
 By: Dianne Murphy, MD, FAAP 

By the mid-nineteenth century, medicine was in a period of great transition. European cities like 
Paris and Glasgow were centers of medical learning. Microscopes and stethoscopes were in 
use although understanding what they revealed was still evolving.

Knowledge of the true bacterial and viral causes of diseases as well as blood typing would 
come too late for the wounded soldiers of the Civil War. However, the war played an important 
role in implementing change in medical practice, even if root causes were not fully understood. 
There are many instances where “hygiene” and the need for “cleanliness” were recognized as 
decreasing mortality and wards run by nurses frequently had better outcomes. 

The triage and ambulance systems that are essentially still in use today were implemented and 
enhanced; the need for a more standardized approach to medical education continued to 
progress; and experimentation with new procedures like blood transfusions saved lives. The 
first documented blood transfusion during the Civil War occurred in 1864 at the Lee-Fendall 
House when it was the Grosvenor Branch Hospital and it succeeded in saving a young man’s 
life. 

The war also forced social change when it came to the role that women played in the medical 
field. This March, step back in time and learn more about this incredible time of upheaval and 
change and the impact it had on medicine and the lives of people in Alexandria. Details about 
our upcoming programs can be found in the Calendar of Events at the end of this newsletter. 

Meet Lee- Fendall's Newest Intern
My name is Braulio Mayorga Santamaria. I am an Education Intern at Lee-Fendall 
House Museum and Gardens. I am a 25-year-old Undergraduate Anthropology student 
at George Mason University set to graduate in December of 2022. Prior to working at 
Lee-Fendall, I was a volunteer at Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center. I plan on practicing 
Archeology in the future and eventually conducting archeological research at a museum 
or university.
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Spring 2022 Calendar of Events
(Please note: face masks are currently required inside the museum)

MARCH

The Lee-Fendall House Museum is hosting a series of lectures in March which will explore 
different aspects of the Civil War and its impact on Alexandria. These talks start at 6:00 PM at 
the museum every Friday. Registration is $5, space is limited. 

MARCH 4 – “Civil War Nurses of Alexandria”
MARCH 11 – “Julia Wilbur and Harriet Jacobs: Aid Workers and Allies in Civil War Alexandria” 
MARCH 18 – “The American Civil War’s Impact on Modern Medicine”
MARCH 25 – “The Fight for Freedom at L’Ouverture Hospital”

MARCH 12 & 26 – Beyond the Battlefield: A Civil War Walking Tour, 9:00 AM: This walking tour 
shares the stories of soldiers, citizens, and self-liberated African Americans in Civil War 
Alexandria. It covers the military occupation, the conversion of public and private buildings into 
hospitals, and emancipation.

The tour is limited to 12 participants and lasts approximately an hour and a half. Walking tours 
take place rain or shine so please wear appropriate shoes and clothing. Tickets must be 
purchased in advance and are $15 per person.

MARCH 19 – “This Tide of Wounded:” Lee-Fendall as Civil War Hospital, 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM: 
Visit the Lee-Fendall House for a day of living history demonstrations and discover the 
experiences of staff and patients at Lee-Fendall when it was a Union hospital during the Civil 
War. Entry is on the half hour from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM and advance registration is required. 
Admission is $10 for adults (age 18+) and $5 for students (age 5-17).

APRIL

APRIL 8 – Homeschool Day: Architecture at 10 AM, 11 AM, 12 PM, 1 PM, and 2 PM: The Lee-
Fendall House Museum welcomes homeschoolers for Homeschool Day on Friday, April 8! Our 
theme this spring, in honor of Architecture Month, will focus on eighteenth and nineteenth 
century American architecture through special tours and activities. Tours of the house will be 
offered every hour starting at 10:00 AM with the last tour starting at 2:00 PM, advance 
registration is required. Adults (18+) are $3, students (3-17) are $5, and children under 3 are 
free.

*APRIL 10 – Stories in the Architecture, 2:00 PM: Explore the history of the Lee-Fendall House
through its architecture and visit parts of the house that are not regularly open to the public. See
how changes in style and home technology have left their mark on the home, from when it was
built in 1785 through the twentieth century. Tickets must be purchased in advance and are $10
per person. The tour is limited to 10 participants.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/242402110237
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/239315076837
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/239315076837
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/242406744097
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-fight-for-freedom-at-louverture-hospital-tickets-242419050907
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/241228199037
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/251442119147
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/251442119147
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/268540942187
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APRIL 16-17 – Easter Egg Hunt: Find Easter eggs hidden in the Lee-Fendall garden during 
our popular annual egg hunt! Sessions are offered on Saturday, April 16 at 10:00 AM, 11:00 
AM, 12:00 PM, 1:00 PM, 2:00 PM, and 3:00 PM and on Sunday, April 17 at 12:00 PM, 1:00 
PM, 2:00 PM, and 3:00 PM. Attendance is limited and reservations MUST be made in 
advance. Tickets are $15 per participating children ages 2-12. Accompanying adults are $5 
and infants under 2 are free. Face masks are recommended. Bring your own basket.*

*APRIL 30 – Historic Garden Tour, 10:00 AM – Discover the history of the Lee-Fendall
garden from its eighteenth century beginnings to the present. Learn how the use and
appearance of the garden has changed over time and see recent efforts to restore the garden
and create an educational space and urban wildlife habitat. Tickets must be reserved in
advance and are $10 per person. The tour is limited to 10 participants.

MAY

*MAY 1 – Blood and Strikes: American Labor in the 20th Century, 2:00 PM: From deadly mine
explosions to wartime strikes, the history of the 20th century American labor movement is full
of violence and controversy. This May Day (International Workers’ Day), learn about the
struggle for workers’ rights at the home of one of its most powerful spokesmen, John L. Lewis.
The tour is limited to 10 participants. Tickets must be purchased in advance and are $10 per
person.

MAY 7, 14, 21, & 28 – Pillars to Pavers: Preservation in Alexandria, 10:00 AM: – Since the 
1960s, the City of Alexandria has seen older buildings and spaces being restored, preserved, 
and reused in different ways. In honor of National Historic Preservation Month, explore the 
streets of Alexandria with stops to highlight how buildings have been preserved and adapted 
for future generations to enjoy. At two stops, Carlyle House and Lee-Fendall House, you will 
be able to enter spaces that are usually closed to the public.

Tours begin at the Lee-Fendall House at 10:00 AM every Saturday in May. This tour includes 
walking over many city blocks, stairs, and access to confined spaces. Tours are limited to 10 
people. Please dress appropriately for the terrain and weather. Tickets are $25 per person. 
For more information, please call (703)548-1789 or email contact@leefendallhouse.org.

*MAY 15 – Stories in the Architecture, 2:00 PM: Explore the history of the Lee-Fendall House
through its architecture and visit parts of the house that are not regularly open to the public.
See how changes in style and home technology have left their mark on the home, from when
it was built in 1785 through the twentieth century. Tickets must be purchased in advance and
are $10 per person. Tours are limited to 10 participants.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/268573288937
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/251439481257
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/268540942187
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Lee-Fendall House Museum

 @leefendalhousemuseum

@leefendallhouse

Lee-Fendall House Museum

FOLLOW US & SHARE YOUR PICTURES @CONTACT US @ 

Lee-Fendall House Museum & Garden 
Virginia Trust for Historic Preservation 
614 Oronoco St. 
Alexandria, VA  22314 
703-548-1789

www.leefendallhouse.org 

contact@leefendallhouse.org 
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MAY 21 – Sips & Secrets: A Speakeasy Night, 7:00 PM – 10:00 PM: Join us in the garden for our 
annual 1920s themed fundraiser in support of our preservation projects!

*MAY 27 – Historic Garden Tour, 10:00 AM – Discover the history of the Lee-Fendall garden from
its eighteenth century beginnings to the present. Learn how the use and appearance of the garden
has changed over time and see recent efforts to restore the garden and create an educational
space and urban wildlife habitat. Tickets must be reserved in advance and are $10 per person. The
tour is limited to 10 participants.

*MAY 28 – Beyond the Battlefield: A Civil War Walking Tour, 9:00 AM: This walking tour shares the
stories of soldiers, citizens, and self-liberated African Americans in Civil War Alexandria. It covers
the military occupation, the conversion of public and private buildings into hospitals, and
emancipation.

The tour is limited to 12 participants and lasts approximately an hour and a half. Walking tours take 
place rain or shine so please wear appropriate shoes and clothing. Tickets must be purchased in 
advance and are $15 per person.

*Free for museum members (call or email to make a reservation)

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/268577591807
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